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Remote tank level monitoring • F iltration Ser vices • Lube Oil Analysis
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SUPPORT.
SOLUTIONS.

Count on Cat for solutions.
You’ve  always been able to count on
Cat® machines, work tools and support
on the job site. But we also offer
solutions  that address the larger issues:

• Enhanced operating environments
and advanced operator training

• Solutions for emissions and job
site efficiency

• Precision guidance systems 

• Flexible financing, rental options
and insurance assistance

From the day you put a Cat machine
to work, count on Cat to be there with
equipment expertise and comprehensive
support that will help you do your job
more efficiently... and meet your
business challenges more effectively.

Contact Thompson Tractor
today or visit us online to learn
how you can Count on Cat.

www.thompsontractor.com

Call 1-800-547-0760
Serving Alabama and Northwest Florida for 50 years.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

TIME FOR A RAISE
BY BILLY NORRELL
ARBA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ANOTHER YEAR has come and gone for the 
transportation construction industry. While 
we are optimistic about the future and continued 
opportunities for our members and their businesses, 
one theme remains consistent—the industry needs a 
raise. The last one was in 1992. Every other segment 
of government-supported activity has been increased. 
Why not transportation construction?

If you ask folks out in the state what their main 
gripe is when it comes to areas where government ser-
vices could be improved, most answers will include 
too much traffi c and too much congestion. Increasing 
capacity and relieving traffi c and congestion is a main 
component of our Department of Transportation’s 
function. However, simple system maintenance has 
overtaken the department, and capacity projects are 
becoming fewer and farther between. I just rode on 
I-85 to Atlanta, and the segment from mile marker 33 
in Georgia to the city limits of Atlanta is completely 
under construction, adding additional lanes for ever-
increasing traffi c. 

Costs for materials to build our roads and bridges 
have increased dramatically—more than 35 percent 
in the last three years. Oil is nearing $100 per barrel. 
Road building is a petroleum-based industry. You bet-
ter believe that because oil is at an all-time high our 
industry will be impacted by these increased prices. A 
direct result is a fewer number of projects. 257 proj-
ects were awarded in 2006-07. In 2002 there were 441 
projects.

I encourage you to contact your state elected of-
fi cials and ask them to support efforts to index Ala-
bama’s fuel taxes to the cost of the materials that go 
into building them. Your Alabama Road Builders As-

sociation will once again introduce legislation that will 
take the cost of road building material increases and 
factor them into a formula that will keep Alabama’s 
gasoline and motor fuel tax rates current and provide 
much needed resources for the needs of our state and 
its citizens. These infl ationary adjustments would 
eliminate the long-running gasoline tax increase de-
bates between the industry and the Legislature. 

We will do out best to educate the members of the 
Legislature about the needs of the transportation con-
struction program throughout the state and win sup-
port of our legislation in the process. Our department 
does a tremendous job with the resources it has, but 
it can only do so much. Washington will be fresh off 
a new presidential election when the federal highway 
bill begins reauthorization talk in 2009. Word is they 
will be planning to bring signifi cant resources to the 
national program in the wake of the Minnesota bridge 
tragedy. Alabama needs to be prepared to take advan-
tage of those federal dollars by having a state program 
in place that can match available resources—especial-
ly if the federal pot is growing larger.

Speaker of the House, Seth Hammett, said it best: 
“We’re going to have to do a better job of funding our 
Department of Transportation.”

I have often stated that I have the best job in the as-
sociation business because all elected offi cials want a 
quality road system in their district. Now it is time for 
them prove how badly they want to keep that system 
in place. A quality road system takes resources to ex-
pand and maintain. Let’s hope the Legislature has the 
political courage to do the right thing and support our 
efforts to provide all Alabamians with the best road 
system available. There are no free rides. ❏

Costs for materials to build our roads and bridges have increased 
dramatically—more than 35 percent in the last three years.
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Alabama District • 1-800-292-4013
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REINFORCING 
SOURCE
…for reliability and expert
professional service in
reinforcing bars. We’ve been
serving the Alabama highway
industry for over 40 years.
Ed Boone - Marcus Capps.
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AMERISTEEL

Office and
Plant: 3500 27th Ave. North
Birmingham, Alabama
Phone: (205) 716-2304 or 
(205) 324-5561

BIRMINGHAM, AL  35207

 1940 Pinson Valley Parkway
Birmingham, AL  35217
Office: (205) 849-1727

Fax: (205) 849-1726
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE
BY GREG ABRAMSON
ARBA PRESIDENT

AS YOUR NEW PRESIDENT for 2007–08, I 
want to thank you for your continued support of 
our organization. With the enactment of the new 
dues structure for contractor percentage dues and 
associate dues, your association will be prepared to 
provide you with the service and support you have 
come to know and expect for more than 60 years. 
In addition, it will allow ARBA to prepare for the 
future by establishing a sound fiscal foundation for 
your association. I cannot express my thanks enough 
for the work Tim Mullendore performed on this ini-
tiative during his year as association president. I also 
thank you, the membership, for showing your loyalty 
in supporting such a change in structure. We exist 
because of you and for you. Never forget that.

In preparation for a busy year, we are meeting 
with legislative leaders throughout the state to dis-
cuss the need for increasing the state’s support for 
infrastructure. Meetings with leaders in both the 
House and Senate have taken place and will continue 
leading up to the February legislative session. Our 
industry is the economic engine for Alabama. We 
provide jobs, recruit and attract industry, improve 
quality of life for our citizens, and save lives. When 
you see one of your local officials, please remind 
them that our industry has not had a “raise” in more 
than 15 years, and it is time that such an adjustment 
was made to keep up with the increasing price of 
building roads in Alabama.

Membership growth in ARBA continues to be 
a focus for us as we desire to represent the entire 
industry as a whole so as to speak with one unified 
voice. If you work with a certain contractor who you 
know is not a member of our association, tell them 
about what we do and why they should be on our 
team. Tell them how we fight to protect and increase 
our highway revenues in the halls of the Legislature 
year after year; how we work to elect pro-trans-
portation officials to the Legislature who will help 
promote and protect our program; how we offer the 
industry the opportunity for face-to-face interaction 
with ALDOT and governmental leaders; how we 
serve the industry with an ARBA representative on 
the Claims Appeal Board to settle disputes between 
the contractor and the department; and how we pro-
vide information throughout every phase in the high-
way letting process from the day the list of projects 
are announced to the day they are completed. These 
are just a few of the things we do at ARBA for our 
members. Member services are what we are here for, 
and we want the entire industry to be a part of our 
team.

If you think of any other ideas that would help 
improve of our association and industry, we welcome 
your thoughts and input. ARBA exists to serve you. 
Please help us work to make it the best it can be. 
Thank you for your continued support of our indus-
try and your association.  ❏

Our industry is the economic engine for Alabama. We provide 
jobs, recruit and attract industry, improve quality 

of life for our citizens, and save lives.
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• Regulatory & Warning Signage
• Barricades (Types I, II and III)
• Barricade Lights
• Sign Stands
• Stop and Slow Paddles
• Road and Lane Closure Signs
• Arrow Boards
 (Diesel and Solar assisted)

• Construction Signage
 (Aluminum roll up and mesh)
• Delineators
• Message Boards
• Beacons
• Traffi c Cones

 YOU CAN COUNT ON ALABAMA BARRICADE, INC.

Sales • Service • Rentals • Installation • Maintenance

 7007 Praytor Road • P.O. Box 832 • Trussville, AL   35173
(205) 655-5290 • (205) 655-5292
www.alabamabarricade.com

Also in Stock: Safety Vests, Flags, Pavement Tape, Stripping 
and Marking Tape, Refl ective Cone Collars, Sign Hardware, 
Refl ective Tapes, Emergency Warning Lights and Sign Posts.

ALABAMA BARRICADE
EMPLOYEES HAVE OVER 100 YEARS OF
TOTAL COMBINED TRAFFIC CONTROL

WORK EXPERIENCE

348412_Alabama.indd   1 11/16/07   3:16:15 PM

Traffic Control Equipment
and Services

Protection Services Inc.
a Division of
Stabler Companies Inc.

www.protectionservices.com
(717) 236-9307   635 Lucknow Road, Harrisburg, PA  17110

◆ Solar Message Centers
◆ Solar Advance Warners

◆ Solar Sign Stand
◆ Signs & Sign Stands

◆ Glare Screen
◆ Delineators

◆ Reflectors
◆ Fitch Inertial Barriers

◆ Plastic Drums & Cones
◆ Safety Equipment

◆ Barricades
◆ Warning Lights & Batteries

◆ Truck-Mounted Attenuators
◆ Temporary Pavement Markings

◆ Plastic Fencing
◆ Work Area Lighting

Ed McCombs
2501 Pawnee Village Rd.
Birmingham, AL  35217

Ph. (205) 849-5750 Fax (205) 841-3236

Pensacola, FL  (850) 983-0714

Over 50 Locations Serving
25 States Provide
Round-The-Clock
Service

PROTECTION
SERVICES

INC.

ROGERS GROUP, INC.

SERVING NORTHWEST
ALABAMA

CRUSHED LIMESTONE PRODUCTS

ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION

RANDY BUTLER - DIVISION VICE PRESIDENT
SCOT CORNELIUS - AGGREGATES ACCT. MGR.

KENNY ADOMYETZ - CONSTRUCTION MGR.

P.O. BOX 188, TUSCUMBIA, AL  35674
PHONE  (256) 383-1645   FAX  (256) 381-4464

PROUDLY SERVING ALABAMA SINCE 1955

WWW.ROGERSGROUPINC.COM

320466_RogersGroup.indd   1 2/19/07   11:21:50 PM
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FROM THE ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DELIVERING ON OUR 
PROMISE
BY JOE MCINNES
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR, ALDOT

AN ORGANIZATION’S MISSION is the prom-
ise it makes. Previously in this space, I have written 
about the Alabama Department of Transportation’s 
mission to provide a safe and efficient transportation 
network. I believe we fulfill that mission remarkably 
well, based on the available levels of state and federal 
funds.

Many of you have followed how the Department 
has applied the principles of safety, need vs. want, and 
the potential for economic development in making 
management decisions during the past five years. That 
approach, as well as demanding efficiency and account-
ability, has helped us achieve things that we can all be 
proud of in the industry we share.

We have moved beyond the costly Reynolds dis-
crimination lawsuit, ending a decades-long drain on 
taxpayer funds that might have otherwise increased 
construction and maintenance spending by $300 mil-
lion over the life of the suit. Positive changes to our 
hiring, promotion and training programs did result, and 
now that we are free from cumbersome court orders, 
further improvements will be realized in our ability to 
adequately staff the Department.

In November, we opened a 26-mile stretch of 
Corridor X. It’s the second major stretch of Future 
Interstate 22 to be opened in the past two years, and it 
represents opening half of the 96 mile route during the 
past five years. The new year will see the remainder 
of Corridor X under construction, and we will push to 
connect this new interstate to I-65 by 2011.

During summer of 2007, we celebrated opening 
Alabama 157 as a four-lane highway from Cullman to 
the Shoals. Just a year ago, we completed the final por-
tion of the four-laning of U.S. 280. And we are making 
remarkable progress on four-laning the final 16 miles of 
U.S. 431 in Russell County.

More and more, we are looking at ways to make 
Alabama’s rural highways safer. One of the main tools 
in those efforts is the addition of about $50 million to 
our resurfacing budget to add two feet of lane width to 
rural highways in conjunction with resurfacing projects. 

We believe this program will save lives the same as our 
interstate median barrier program, which has cut inter-
state crossover crash fatalities by 75 percent.

But in public service, we are judged by how well 
we deliver on our mission. While we are getting laud-
able results, we face numerous challenges. Paramount 
among them is the struggle to meet our construction 
and maintenance needs with our current levels of state 
and federal funds. It remains a continual balancing act 
between the need for new capacity and to maintain our 
existing transportation network, and we make tough 
decisions based on priorities every day. Some of our 
decisions are not popular, especially when worthwhile 
projects are forced to wait.

The past five years have focused a lot on efficiency 
and accountability, but the future will see a more specif-
ic focus on the environmental commitment that comes 
with our promise to the public. Emerging problems in 
Mobile regarding the U.S. 98 project are a source of 
great disappointment to me. We have been working 
since September to return that project to compliance 
with our environmental permits, fixing problems that—
for a number of reasons—never should have occurred.

You may recall that we added stormwater runoff 
inspectors in each division just a few years ago. Our 
inspection process will remain a priority, with a clear 
expectation that ALDOT’s inspectors should be the 
first and last line of defense against erosion and sedi-
ment on construction projects—not outside regulators 
or inspectors. Chief Engineer Don Vaughn and other 
central office staff members have conducted meetings 
with construction personnel from each division, and 
let there be no question that I expect ALDOT and our 
contractors to view our commitment to environmental 
stewardship as a promise.

In the future, we must fulfill our mission in a way 
that ensures we deliver what we promise … a safe, effi-
cient transportation network that is built and maintained 
with an unquestioned commitment to environmental 
stewardship. I know I can count on you to help keep 
that promise.  ❏
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The Long-Life Truck Provider
With Comfort for Those Long Hours.

Southland International Trucks, Inc.
6 Locations thoughout Alabama

USED TRUCKS-LEASE-RENTAL-BUS SALES: 888-844-1821

Homewood: 800-844-6226
Decatur: 800-844-5600
Montgomery: 800-844-4102
Tuscaloosa: 800-844-4343
Birmingham: 888-844-1821
Huntsville: 866-471-0346

354763_Southland.indd   1 11/16/07   4:26:29 PM

S.A. Graham Company, Inc.
www.sagraham.com

6965 U.S. Highway 231 Office: 334-735-2362
Post Office Box 726 Fax: 334-735-2363
Brundidge, AL  36010 E-mail: info@sagraham.com

6772 Highway 79 N
P.O. Box 728 • Pinson, AL  35126

Tel.: 205-681-3395 • Fax: 205-681-5747
alguardl@bellsouth.net

Specializing in installation of highway guardrails, signs and fencing

314834_Alabamaguardrail.indd   1 2/16/07   6:00:25 PM

NATIONAL CEMENT 
“The Cement of Choice for Building Success” 
National Cement Company of Alabama, Inc. 

A Vicat Company 

2000 SouthBridge Parkway
Suite 600
Birmingham, Alabama  35209
Direct: (205) 423-2600
Fax: (205) 870-5777
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ARTBA

Highway to a National 
Vision

With its roads in dire conditions, the U.S. 
needs a 21st century transportation bill 
to upgrade and expand roads for the 
safety of the nation.

T he Interstate 35W bridge 

collapse in Minneapolis in early 

August sounded alarms about 

the current state of our nation’s 

infrastructure, making clear what many 

in our industry have been saying for 

years—our nation’s roads and bridges 

do not take care of themselves and 

require constant care and investment. 

It sounds like the kind of thing we 
might read about in a developing coun-
try. But, as Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobu-
char said, “Bridges in America should 
not be falling down.” 

This just two years after Congress 
passed a $286 billion transportation 
bill—$90 billion short of what many 
believed was needed to maintain the 
nation’s aging roads, bridges and tran-
sit systems. And money wasn’t the only 
thing lacking. Also missing was a broad 
and bold strategic transportation vision 
for our future. 

It has been a half-century since Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower led the legisla-
tive drive to finance and build the U.S. 
Interstate Highway System that paved the 
way for the economic expansion, pros-
perity and unified country we take for 
granted today. Without the Interstate net-
work, our modern economy could hardly 
function—and our mobility and security 
would be seriously compromised. 

Much of our highway and transit 
infrastructure is more than a half-cen-
tury old. It not only needs fixing, but it 
also needs to be upgraded with inno-
vative new materials and construction 
technologies, and expanded to meet this 

BY PETER RUANE,
PRESIDENT AND CEO, AMERICAN ROAD & 

TRANSPORTATION BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
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century’s population and economic and 
environmental needs. 

A Gallup Poll released Aug. 7 found 
57 percent of Americans believe the 
Minneapolis bridge collapse is indicative 
of serious problems in the nation’s trans-
portation system, and 73 percent say they 
would support Congress spending more 
than $100 billion rebuilding our bridges. 

Recent federal reports indicate 26 
percent of the nation’s nearly 600,000 
bridges need repair. Traveling across our 
aging infrastructure are increasing num-
bers of frustrated commuters and truck-
ers hauling growing volumes of freight. 
A study by the Texas Transportation 
Institute has found traffic gridlock costs 
the U.S. economy more than $65 billion 
each year in lost productivity and wasted 
motor fuel. Gridlock also adds tons of 
unnecessary greenhouse gas emissions 
and makes our goal of energy indepen-
dence even tougher. There is a greater 
toll, however, and early this month we 
bore the greatest of all costs: the loss of 
human lives. 

The Minneapolis event underscores 
the need for investing in a well-designed 
and balanced transportation system. We 
need and deserve a system that not only 
invests in reconstructing, repairing and 
maintaining aging highways and transit 
network but also invests in intelligent 
transportation systems that facilitate effi-
cient and safe movement of goods and 
people. 

Today’s federal highway program is 
neither structured nor financed to meet 
America’s transportation needs for this 
century. Federal and state budgets are 
short the billions of dollars required to 
maintain and improve the infrastructure 
we have. It is time for a bold, bipartisan 
plan to change that. 

To start, it is essential to close the 
$20 billion annual federal shortfall in 
funds needed just to maintain the sta-
tus quo—protecting past infrastructure 
investments through existing highway 
and transit programs. At the top of this 
list is rehabilitation of the existing Inter-
state highway and bridge system. This 
is a fundamental government responsi-
bility. Investments now can help avoid 
catastrophic bridge and road failures in 
the future. This can and should be done 
by increasing the federal gas tax, which 
is a dedicated user fee. 

But we also need a plan to meet 
future needs. It is time to fast-track a 
new, long-term strategic capital invest-
ment program restructuring the federal 
transportation program into two parts. 

1. It is important to separate trucks 
from passenger traffic on the existing 
Interstate system. This would add capac-
ity and safer, more efficient roads for 
everyone. 

2. New “Critical Commerce Corri-
dors” must be established across states 
and across transportation modes, based 
on a new strategy: creating modern con-

nections of ports, airports, waterways 
and railways, adding state-of-the-art 
freight transfer centers and rail hubs. 

The “Critical Commerce Corridors” 
program would dramatically improve 
economically vital freight movement and 
help move people during national emer-
gencies and natural disasters. 

This initiative would be financed 
by dedicated freight-related user fees. 
It could help maintain safety on our 
nation’s roadways and provide future 
capacity for a growing nation. 

China, India and the European 
Union—each now fighting tooth and 
nail to overtake the U.S. as the world’s 
economic superpower—not only have 
well-thought out and nationally financed 
strategic transportation development 
plans but are aggressively implementing 
them. 

Since the mid-1990s, China has 
built 25,000 miles of new, multi-lane 
highways and has announced plans for 
52,000 miles of modern expressways by 
2020—more than the 46,000-mile U.S. 
Interstate system. 

The size and scope of our transpor-
tation system present real challenges. 
But we can address them. Today, we are 
united nationwide as never before. We 
must build on this legacy. 

From the completion of the Trans-
continental Railroad in 1869 to the first 
astronaut landing on the moon in 1969, 
we have been inventive and persistent 
in tackling transportation challenges 
to serve a growing nation. This centu-
ry demands a similar commitment to 
repairing our national infrastructure. 

For the sake of safety and global 
competitiveness, the U.S. must focus on 
pushing through in 2009 a real 21st-cen-
tury transportation bill—one that will 
be the envy of the world, not the bane of 
millions of American drivers and busi-
nesses.

It is time we come together as a 
nation and make our critical infrastruc-
ture a national priority of which we 
can proud—not just another dent in the 
armor of a fading 20th century giant. ❏

Peter Ruane is president and 
chief executive officer of the Ameri-
can Road & Transportation Builders 
Association.

 Hines, Ridolphi, Carper & Aman, Inc.
Specializing in the Construction Industry

Insurance

Contract Surety

Risk Management

Montgomery Location
4131 Carmichael Road

Suite A
Montgomery, AL  36106

Ph.: 334.272.6200
Fax: 334.272.4705 

Birmingham Location
5300 Cahaba River Road

Suite 150
Birmingham, AL  35243

Ph.: 205.969.6115
Fax: 205.969.6116

351907_hines.indd   1 10/29/07   6:23:07 PM
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ARBA Installs Officers 
for 2007–2008

THE 2007 ANNUAL LUNCHEON on September 28, 
2007, was a special event with friends and guests gathered 
together. The seated luncheon, held at the Capital City Club 
and complete with an address from ALDOT’s Tony Harris, 
attracted more than 200 guests and dignitaries. ARBA invited 
many special guests, as well as ALDOT employees, to join 
them in the luxurious ballroom for the luncheon. The tre-
mendous crowd was a shining example of the hard work and 
respect that is shared by those in transportation construction 
and those that are responsible for the daily operations of the 
Department of Transportation. We are thankful for them and 
appreciate the participation and dedication that is shown by all. 

Master of ceremonies, Tim Mullendore, ran the show as 
outgoing ARBA president. He introduced the guests from the 
DOT as well as ARBA’s past presidents and specially invited 
guests. Lastly, Mullendore announced the new officers and 
members of the Board of Directors for the Alabama Road 
Builders Association. 

Incoming President Greg Abramson was the next to speak, 
and he, following his acceptance of the position, wrapped 
things up by presenting Mullendore with a plaque and framed 
photo for his office. The officers for the association for the 
coming 2007-2008 year are as follows: 

PRESIDENT – GREG ABRAMSON
Mr. Abramson was born February 12, 1957, in Florence, 

Ala., and attended Pinson Valley High School, Jefferson State 
Junior College and University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Mr. Abramson is Manager of Abramson LLC in Bir-
mingham, Ala. He worked for Abramson & Sons, Inc. dur-
ing summer vacations while attending school. Greg started 

full-time employment in 1977 in various positions up to vice 
president. After the sale of Abramson & Sons, Inc. in 1982, 
Greg and Alan Abramson formed Abramson Partnership, later 
to become Abramson LLC. The company works throughout 
Alabama and surrounding states. They build culverts and do 
miscellaneous concrete work. They also do median barriers 
and bridge railing. Greg is active in all phases of the business 
from bidding to general supervision of projects.

Mr. Abramson is a member of The Church at Brookhills. 
Greg and his wife, Cindy, are the parents of two daughters. 
He has served on the ALDOT Liaison Committee and is a 
member of the ARBA Board of Directors. His hobbies include 
hunting and fishing.

VICE PRESIDENT – ST (SONNY) BUNN, JR.
Mr. Bunn was born on April 18, 1948, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

He attended Holt High School and graduated with a B.S. in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Alabama.

Mr. Bunn and his brother, who had been working for their 
father from as early age, purchased the business from ST 
Bunn, Sr. in 1981. He has held positions from equipment oper-
ator to paving superintendent. Mr. Bunn serves as president of 
ST Bunn Construction Co., Inc. in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Sonny also serves on the Board of Directors of AmSouth 
Bank, the Leadership Board for the College of Engineering at 
The University of Alabama, and is a past president of the Ala-
bama Asphalt Pavement Association. He has two children. 

TREASURER – SHERMAN SUITTS
Mr. Suitts was born July 15, 1951, in Haleyville, Ala. After 

majoring in political science at the University of Alabama 
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and earning a J.D. Degree from Bir-
mingham School of Law, Sherman was 
admitted into the Alabama State Bar in 
1977.

Sherman is Vice President of Sales 
and Business Development in the South-
ern and Gulf Coast Division of Vul-
can Materials Company. Vulcan has 
employed him for 27 years. His respon-
sibilities at Vulcan have included labor 
attorney, human resources director, and 
general manager of sales, operations 
and highway construction.

Sherman has served on several non-
profit and industry related boards of 
directors, on the Vestavia Hills Board 
of Education and City Council, and has 
been appointed by four Alabama gover-
nors to education and business-related 
councils. 

Sherman and his wife, Donna Kay, 
have two daughters, Jill and Julie, a son, 
Justin, and a granddaughter, Claire.

SECRETARY – MICHAEL H. 
McCARTNEY, II

Mr. McCartney is Vice President of 
Operations, McCartney Construction 

Company, Inc. and Calhoun Asphalt 
Company, Inc. in Gadsden, Ala. Born 
September 27, 1956, in Lee County, 
Ala., he attended Baylor High School in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and graduated in 
l979 with a B.S. in Business Adminis-
tration from Auburn University.

Mr. McCartney has worked for 
McCartney Construction Company, Inc. 
since 1970 and has served the company 
in every capacity from laborer to his 
present position.

Mr. McCartney is a member of 
the Rainbow Presbyterian Church of 
Gadsden. He is a member of the Gads-
den Quarterback Club and the Etowah 
County Auburn Club. Mr. McCart-
ney has served on the Alabama Road 
Builders Board of Directors since 2000, 
served as President of the Alabama 
Asphalt Pavement Association in 1999, 
and currently serves on the Board of 
Directors of that association. He serves 
as a director of the TRIP board and is 
a member of the NCAT Applications 
Steering Committee. He is the father of 
two daughters, Frances and Natalie, and 
one son, Bailey. ❏

• President: Greg Abramson, 
Abramson LLC

• Vice President: S T (Sonny) Bunn, 
S T Bunn Construction Co., Inc. 

• Treasurer: Sherman Suitts, 
Vulcan Materials Co.

• Secretary: Michael H. McCartney, II
McCartney Construction Co., Inc.

NEWLY ELECTED DIRECTORS 
(TWO-YEAR TERM)
• Bob Dawson,

R.R. Dawson Bridge Co., LLC
• Keith (Tack) Mims,

Alabama Bridge Builders, Inc.    
• John G. Walton,

John G. Walton Construction Co.  
• Charles E. Watts,

Charles E. Watts, Inc.

THOSE CONTINUING TO SERVE 
(ONE-YEAR REMAINING)
• Randy Billingsley,

Mobile Asphalt Co., Inc.
• Lee Gross,

Ozark Striping Co., Inc.
• Chris Newell,

Newell Road Builders
• Norman Walton,

J.S. Walton & Co.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER DIRECTOR 
(ONE-YEAR REMAINING)
• Paul B. Scott, Jr.,

Turner Insurance & Bonding Co.  

ASSOCIATE MEMBER DIRECTOR 
APPOINTED BY 2007-2008 PRESIDENT 
(TWO-YEAR TERM)
• J.W. (Jim) Waitzman, Jr.,

Tractor & Equipment Co., Inc.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
• Tim Mullendore,

APAC-Southeast, Inc.

PERCENTAGE DUES BOARD MEMBERS 
(ONE-YEAR RENEWABLE TERM)
• Keith Andrews, 

RaCON, Inc., Tuscaloosa
• Terry Bunn,

S T Bunn Construction Co., Inc., Tuscaloosa
• Randy Butler,

Rogers Group, Inc., Tuscumbia
• Craig Fleming,

Dunn Construction Co., Inc., Birmingham
• John Fuller,

East Alabama Paving Co., Inc., Opelika
• John Harper,

Wiregrass Const. Co., Inc., Ariton
• Mitchell Harris,

H&L Construction, Inc., Troy
• Ron Jackson,

Jackson Paving & Construction, Inc., 
Guntersville

• Dave Jones,
Martin Marietta Aggregates, Birmingham

• Johnny E. Murphy, III,
Hosea O. Weaver & Sons, Inc., Mobile 

• David Reed,
Whitaker Construction Company, Inc. 

• Ike Scott,
 Scott Bridge Company, Inc., Opelika

ARBA OFFICERS AND 
DIRECTORS FOR 2007-2008
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(800) 737-0707
www.shermandixie.com

Precast Civil-Engineered
Solutions, Sanitary and
Storm Water Treatment,
Detention,
Drainage Systems

Plant Locations:
Alabama, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Ohio

Systems that last.
Values that endure.
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Executive Director Norrell Elected 
ARTBA CSE Chairman

A labama Road Builders Association (ARBA) Executive Director Billy Norrell 

was elected 2007–2008 chairman of the American Road & Transportation 

Builders Association (ARTBA) Council of State Executives (CSE) during 

ARTBA’s recent national convention held in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

The ARTBA CSE is comprised of 
chief staff executives from each of the 
association’s 33 affiliated chapters. 
The council meets and communicates 
throughout the year to share informa-
tion on national and state transporta-
tion policy and best practices for state 
association management. Norrell, 
a 10-year member of the CSE, will 
also serve on the ARTBA Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors 
and represent ARTBA’s state chap-
ters in meetings with federal and state 
officials.

“Billy Norrell has been a strong 
advocate for increased transporta-
tion investment in Alabama,” ARTBA 
President and CEO Pete Ruane said. 
“As chairman of the Council of State 
Executives, he will no doubt be an 
effective voice at the federal level in 
helping ARTBA educate Congress 
about the need to increase high-
way/transit investment in order to 
remain competitive in today’s global 
economy.”

Norrell is active on the board of 
the Alabama Council of Association 
Executives, the Business Associations’ 
Tax Coalition, the Alabama Civil 
Justice Reform Committee, Senator 
Jeff Sessions’ (R-Ala.) Transportation 
Advisory Council and the University 
Transportation Center for Alabama’s 
Advisory Council. He also serves 
on the Alabama Commission on 
Inf rast ructure,  selected by the 

Speaker of the Alabama House of 
Representatives Seth Hammett (D-
Andalusia) to address statewide trans-
portation issues. 

Prior to joining ARBA, Norrell 
served as associate director of govern-
mental affairs for Auburn University, 
and as Senior Legislative Assistant to 
Rep. Sonny Callahan (R-Ala.) and Rep. 
William L. Dickinson (R-Ala.) for more 
than four years in Washington, D.C.

Norrell graduated from Auburn 
University in 1990 with a degree 
in public relations. He and his wife 
Stephanie have three sons, George, 
William and Walton. 

ARBA, founded in 1947 and based 
in Montgomery, is the only association 
that exclusively represents the collec-
tive interests of all sectors of Alabama’s 
transportation construction industry. 
Alabama’s transportation construction 
industry generates more than $1 bil-
lion in economic activity annually and 
provides employment for more than 
36,598 Alabamians.

Founded in 1902, ARTBA is the 
U.S. transportation construction indus-
try’s consensus voice in the nation’s 
capital. The association includes more 
than 5,000 private and public sector 
members from all 50 states. ❏

ARTBA CSE CHAIRMAN



A Great Day to Play
Fall Golf 
Tournament 2007 On a beautiful October day, the Alabama Road Builders Association gathered 

at The Arrowhead Golf and Country Club to host its annual fall golf 

tournament for its members and guests. Another full-capacity crowd played 

the challenging course in the afternoon and finished the day with a great turnout 

at the awards ceremony and dinner that evening. Guests, legislators and Alabama 

Department of Transportation employees were everywhere and proved to make 

this tournament another tremendously successful event. The day began with 

golfers preparing for their 12:30 p.m. tee time by warming up on the range and 

then having a lunch at the clubhouse.

Congratulations to the winners John Lorentson, Rusty Baynes, Terry McDuffie and Jeff Webb.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
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Upon completion of the day’s 
rounds, everyone gathered back at the 
clubhouse for a steak dinner and the 
awarding of the golf prizes. Six flights 
competed for prizes with three places 
in each flight receiving a gift certificate 
to the Arrowhead pro shop for each 
team member. Awards were also pre-
sented to the closest to the pin winners 
on the par threes, as well as two longest 
drive contests. The first flight team low 
gross winners at 55 under were Jeff 
Webb, Rusty Baynes, John Lorentson 
and Terry McDuffie. Congratulations 
to this great team and all the others for 
their participation.

Everyone stayed late into the eve-
ning as the Arrowhead staff and tour-
nament team members entertained the 
ALDOT and ARBA guests with liba-
tions and appetizers. The event was one 
that will not soon be forgotten and one 
that will be tough to duplicate. We plan 
to have another great event this spring, 
so make your plans now to join us in 
early May 2008 for the Spring Fling 
golf and fishing rodeo as we return to 
the Gulf Coast. Special thanks go out 
to Shirley McGowen Banks and Terri 
Mitchell. Thank you for all your help 
throughout the day! ❏
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THE ROAD TO SUCCESS

for Stone Matrix

A s p h a l t

and 

OGFC.

CALL US TOLL-FREE
@

1-888-661-5799

   Fiberand Road Fiber  is shipped 
from Alabama, Kansas & Ohio 
so delivery time and cost is 
unmatched.

 Fiberand established in 1988.

 Fiberand customers 
 have won over 30 NAPA 
 Quality in Construction Awards.

 Contractors using Fiberand Road Fiber have  
 been awarded NAPA’s Sheldon G. Hayes  
 Award twice (1996, 1999).

 Fiberand Road Fiber was used in the
 NCAT Test Track.

 Fiberand Road Fiber is the best selling 
 road fi ber in America.

 FIBERAND ROAD FIBERS:
 • Cellulose
 • Mineral
 • Polyester

BLOWING MACHINE RENTALS & SALES

SHIPLOADS OF BULK ASPHALT AVAILABLE

7344 SW 48th St., Suite 203 • Miami, FL  33155
Te l . :  3 0 5 - 6 6 1 - 4 5 0 6  •  F a x :  3 0 5 - 6 6 6 - 8 1 7 4
E-mail: info@fi berand.com • Web: www.fi berand.com

We provide free technical assistance.

314012_fiberand.indd   1 2/7/07   1:49:48 PM

316662_Alabama.indd   1 2/13/07   7:13:07 PM
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Travel to Mexico to with ARBA and discover the Hilton Los Cabos Beach & Golf Resort. Located between 
San Jose del Cabo and Cabo San Lucas, this recipient of the AAA four-diamond award provides a desirable 
locale for the 2008 ARBA Convention in Mexico. 

Situated on the southernmost tip of the Baja Peninsula on the Sea of Cortez, Hilton Los Cabos Beach & 
Golf Resort boasts the only swimmable beach in the area, water sports activities, shopping and stunning 18-hole 
championship golf courses nearby.

Also available at the hotel is the full-service Spa Ixchel, where you can enjoy a massage at the infi nity pool or 
on the beach. 

The Hilton Beach and Golf Resort
San Jose del Cabo, Mexico
June 4–8, 2008

Cabo, Mexico
008 Hilton 
Los Cabos Beach 
and Golf Resort

Join us on the shores of the 
Baja Peninsula at the
2008 ARBA Convention

For more information call ARBA at 334-832-4331.
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ARBA CALENDAR

January 18, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

January 18, 2008
Legislative Issues Meeting
ARBA

February 1, 2008
Board of Directors Meeting
ARBA

February 5, 2008
Regular Legislative Session Begins

February 29, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

March 10-14, 2008
ConExpo/ConAgg
ARTBA Spring Meeting, Las Vegas

March 17-21, 2008
Alabama Legislature Spring Break

March 28, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

April 9, 2008
ARB Hall of Fame Ceremony
Montgomery Country Club

April 25, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

April 28, 2008
Board of Directors Meeting
ARBA

May 1-4, 2008
AAPA Convention
Sandestin Beach Hilton

May 8-9, 2008
Spring Fling Golf & Fishing Outing
Gulf Shores

May 19, 2008
Legislature Adjourns
Sine Die

May 30, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting 

June 4-8, 2008
ARBA Annual Convention
Los Cabos, Mexico
Hilton Resort & Spa

June 27, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

July 15, 2008
Board of Directors Meeting
ARBA

July 25, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

August 29, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

September 26, 2008
Board of Directors Meeting
ARBA – 10 a.m.

ARBA 2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 26, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

September 26, 2008
ARBA Annual Luncheon
Capital City Club

November 7, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

December 5, 2008
ALDOT Highway Letting

December 11, 2008
ARBA/AAPA Holiday Reception
Embassy Suites, Montgomery

December 12, 2008
Board of Directors Meeting
ARBA

December 12, 2008
AAPA Luncheon (Tentative)
Embassy Suites, Montgomery

Allison. For transmissions with 

a work ethic as strong as yours.

Williams. For sales and service 

that always go the distance.

We know you’ve got a tough job to do. So we’re
equipped and staffed to handle anything you throw
our way. With factory-trained certified technicians,
24-hour emergency service and fully equipped

service trucks. So when it’s time to 
go to work, call us. We’ll be ready.

w w w. w w w i l l i a m s . c o m

ALABAMA: Birmingham 800.365.3780 
Montgomery 800.592.3413 

OTHER LOCATIONS: Arizona, Georgia,
Michigan, Nevada, Ohio and South Carolina



MEMBER PROFILE

Jackson Paving & 
Construction, Inc.
I n 1953 Roy Jackson began a small land development 

company which later evolved into an excavation and 

asphalt paving business. Since this humble beginning, 

many changes have taken place, but the pride and determi-

nation to provide the same quality product and service still 

holds true today. Jackson Paving and Construction has built 

its reputation on quality. They are in their fifth decade and 

still hold that as their No. 1 priority.

In 1967 Roy Jackson passed away and left the business 
to his two sons, Berlun and Doyle Jackson, who owned and 
operated the company for more than 25 years. Jackson Pav-
ing and Construction is now owned and operated by Roy 
Jackson’s grandsons, Mitchell and Ron Jackson. They do 
highway construction and paving for the Department of 
Transportation as well as site work, paving and other con-
struction services for private contractors. Jackson Paving 
and Construction has grown to four locations and employs 
more than 125 people in the Northeast Alabama area.

They are committed to providing the highest quality ser-
vices to the Alabama Department of Transportation, munic-
ipal, commercial, industrial and residential customers. They 
also do work for engineering and design firms, architects, 
general contractors, and developers.

They offer a wide variety of products and services. Not 
only do they offer hot-mix asphalt but their state-certified 
quarry produces sand and sandstone. Their services include 
the highest quality base and paving, excavating, site clearing 
and site preparation. 

As with all industry, the road building and construction 
industry is a fast-paced, quickly advancing industry. Com-
puter controls and satellite guidance systems have proven to 
be major contributors in these advances. Jackson Paving is 
a leader in making use of these technologies for better pro-
duction and a better quality product for their customers. 

Along with technology advances comes the need for the 
highest quality, best trained employees to use those advanc-
es. Schooling and in-house training help to make Jackson 
Paving’s employees some of the best in the industry. ❏
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HALL OF FAME 
2008 CLASS

You should have already received 
your Hall of Fame application packets 
for the 2008 class. Please take the time 
to review the information and deter-
mine if you know anyone worthy of 
being included in our next class. The 
industry pioneers who are included 
in this exclusive fraternity are unique 
individuals who have dedicated their 
lives to the transportation construc-
tion industry. We hope to continue this 
new ARBA tradition by preparing a 
class of special individuals and cre-
ating a foundation that this program 
can thrive on for many years to come. 
Please call the ARBA office if you 
need any information on this program 
or if you have questions.

ARBA SPRING FLING: 
MAY 8–9, 2008 AT 
ORANGE BEACH, 
ALABAMA

The annual Spring Fling golf and 
fishing tournament is set once again for 
May 2008. Make your plans today to 
be a part of this exciting activity. Join 
ARBA friends and ALDOT guests as 
we participate in a two-day fishing rodeo 
and a golf tournament event. Watch your 
mailings for registration forms that will 
be coming soon!

HEARD ALONG THE HIGHWAY

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
TENTATIVE LETTING SCHEDULE 2008

Highway Construction Lettings are normally held on the second Friday of 
January, the last Friday of the months February through September, and the first 
Friday of November and December, with no letting scheduled in the month of 
October. Listed below are the tentative letting dates for 2008. These letting dates 
are subject to change, but will be confirmed approximately four (4) weeks prior to 
these dates:

ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
ENGINEERING 
CONFERENCE; 
FEBRUARY 
20-21, 2008

The Alabama Department of Trans-
portation Annual Engineering Confer-
ence, once again returns to the cam-
pus of Auburn University on Febru-
ary 20-21, 2008. Your Alabama Road 
Builders Association will be part of 
the events, greeting conference par-
ticipants on both days, as well as the 
entire planning of the conference. 
Please join the staff of Auburn Univer-
sity and the Samuel Ginn College of 
Engineering and the Auburn Univer-
sity Engineering Extension Service as 
they put together another quality event 
for Alabama’s transportation construc-
tion industry.

January 18, 2008
February 29, 2008
March 28, 2008
April 25, 2008
May 30, 2008

June 27, 2008
July 25, 2008
August 29, 2008
September 26, 2008
November 7, 2008
December 5, 2008

327049_Ready.indd   1 5/15/07   9:40:31 AM
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DIRECTORIES 
TO ARRIVE BY 
EARLY DECEMBER

Your 2007-2008 ARBA Membership Direc-
tory should be arriving any day now. For those 
who would like to purchase additional direc-
tories, please call Terri Mitchell in the ARBA 
office at 800-239-5828. They may be purchased 
by ARBA members for $10 each. Thank you to 
all the advertising sponsors who help make 
this directory the industry standard for trans-
portation construction in Alabama.

DI
TO
EA

to
w
to
o

BUDDY BERRY JOINS 
THE J.M. WOOD 
AUCTION SALES TEAM 

Construction equipment veteran 
Buddy Berry is the newest addition to 
the J.M. Wood Auction Family. Buddy 
will be joining Richard Wood on the 
East Coast sales team to help better 
serve J.M. Wood’s rapidly growing cus-
tomer base along the Atlantic Seaboard.

Buddy served the last 18 years as 
used-equipment manager for one of the 
largest new equipment distributors in 
North America and one of the largest 
rental companies in the Carolinas.

“We are very excited about Buddy 
coming on board with us,” said Bry-
ant Wood, vice president of J.M. Wood 
Auction. “Buddy has an unblemished 
reputation in the construction equipment 
business, and an unbelievable knowl-
edge of machinery.”

J.M. Wood Auction was started in 
1973 in Montgomery, Ala., and expand-
ed its operation to include Columbia, 
S.C., in 2001. Since making the jump to 
South Carolina, J.M. Wood has experi-
enced phenomenal growth.

“We have been very pleased with 
the South Carolina auctions,” says East 
Coast sales manager Richard Wood. 
“The response from the local contrac-
tors has been very encouraging. We have 
exceeded projections every year since 
we have been here, and we look forward 
to continued growth and giving our cus-
tomers the best service in the auction 
industry.”

J.M. Wood Auction conducts many 
major auctions per year at its South Car-
olina and Alabama locations. 

HEARD ALONG THE HIGHWAY

McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.
Construction Risk Services

MSW's construction practice integrates knowledge,
innovation and information in reducing contractor's

insurance and surety cost. From program design
to safety management services, we don't simply

deliver best practices . . . we create them.

We provide a variety of risk management,
insurance and surety services for the construction

industry including:

• Property & Casualty Programs • Employee Benefits
• Captive Insurance Companies • Wrap-up Programs
• Surety Bonding • Professional Liability
• Safety Management & Claims Control • Contract Document Audits

Corporate Headquarters
P.O. Box 10625, Birmingham, AL  35202

800-476-2211 or 205-252-9871

Branch Office Locations

Atlanta, GA Irvine, CA Columbia, MD Metarie, LA
800-476-2541 866-716-8597 800-459-8695 504-831-7200
404-237-0003 949-955-4200 410-884-5800 866-216-7393

Dallas, TX St. Louis, MO Houston, TX
877-624-7433 866-377-0545 800-877-1449
469-232-2100 314-854-5200 713-877-8975

Contact
Steven D. Davis CPCU, ARM

Director
Construction Risk Services

205-581-9398
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES MARKETPLACE

The McPherson
Companies, Inc.
Total Petroleum Management

“Serving Your Energy Needs
Fuel, Lubricants, Waste Oil, Fuelman”

5051 Cardinal Street
Trussville, AL 35173

888-802-7500

www.mcphersonoil.com
info@mcphersonoil.com

Proud Member of ARBA

 For John Deere
Sales and Service, Call On:

 66 Industrial Park Dr.
Monroeville, AL  36460

334/575-7111

2149 Hwy 31 South
Pelham, AL  35124

205/988-4472

2255 Hwy 21 South
Oxford, AL  36201

256/831-0921

6801 McFarland Blvd. West
Northport, AL  35476

205/339-0300

Hwy 31 South
Athens, AL   35611

256/233-1914

3540 Wetumpka Hwy
Montgomery, AL  36110

334/277-7260

334661_Warrior.indd   1 8/28/07   9:23:44 PM
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Burr & Forman LLP
420 North Twentieth Street, Suite 3100
Birmingham, AL 35203
Phone: (205) 251-3000
Fax: (205) 458-5100
Web: www.burr.com
Burr & Forman LLP combines a 100-year 
history in the Southeast with a forward-thinking 
approach to providing legal solutions. With over 
180 attorneys in offices in Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Tennessee, we offer a wide 
range of business and litigation services to 
clients in several industries with local, national, 
and international interests. 

PAINT SUPPLIERS
Safety Coatings, Inc.
20180 Safety Lane 
P O Box 399
Foley, AL 36536-0399
Phone: (251) 943-1638
Fax: (251) 943-3689
E-mail: info@safetycoatings.com
Web: www.safetycoatings.com
Safety Coatings manufactures all types of 
traffic paints, including DOT approved, Federal 
Specs, Parking lot paints, Hi-Build traffic paint, 
and Loop Sealant. We have been in business 
since 1979, and are known for our quality and 
service. Please call us for any of your traffic 
paint needs.



267982
Turner Insurance

fp
CMYK

IBC
p. 27



325222
Cowin Equipment

fp
CMYK
G-OBC
p. 28

Major Highway System
Looking for ways to improve production?
Let us provide solutions and innovative engineering that draw on the best paving technology

worldwide. Our Ingersoll Rand lineup exceeds the competition with new and improved 

products. And as part of a dealer network that’s second to none, we’ll keep you paving in 

the right direction. Stop in or call us today.

www.cowin.com
P: (205) 841-6666 / 800-239-2694

F: (205) 841-2639

BIRMINGHAM   MOBILE   MONTGOMERY   HUNTSVILLE / DECATUR   PENSACOLA   OXFORD   ATLANTA   ALBANY

ingersollrand.com
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